GENERAL FRANCO       7
selling his country to foreign Powers if thereby he
can reach the goal of Ms ambition.
What is the truth about General Franco ? Is he
the man whom his enemies describe, or is he the
perfect hero whom his friends applaud ? Is he a
brave soldier * and apurehearted patriot whose only
desire in life is to restore peace to his torn country,
bleeding from a thousand wounds; to give it a
regime of order and social justice ? These questions
deserve a thorough investigation, for a just answer to
them is essential in judging the development of the
Spanish problems with any chance of probability.
Naturally everybody wishes the early end of the
terrible Spanish tragedy, if only from purely
humane considerations; in the same way every-
body ought to desire, quite apart from Party
politics, an evolution which leads not only to a
lasting inner peace of the country but also to a
government which does not complicate and endanger
the international situation in Europe ; a situation
precarious enough even without the burden of
Spain.
Can this desire be fulfilled ? This is a question
. to which nobody can reply to-day with any degree
of certainty. In the first place the result of
the Spanish civil war is still doubtful; even if
it seemed again and again that there could be
no question about the early, decisive victory of
the Nationalists, Then in the course of the last
two .years foreign influence has been so strong in